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INDIAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES AND 
CURRENT ISSUES-I 

Course Description 
 
This course reviews major trends in economic indicators and policy debates in India, starting 

from the pre-independence period and continuing to the present, and introduces students to 

analytical methods appropriate for policy analysis. 

 
1.Overview of Colonial Economy 
Introduction and macro trends; major features of the economy at Independence 

 
2.Growth and Development in Post-Independence India 
Goals, constraints, institutions and performance under different policy regimes; structural 

changes; regional contrasts 

 

3.Population and Human Development 
Demographic trends and population structure, issues in education and health 

 

4.Distributional Issues 
Trends and policies in poverty; inequality; malnutrition and unemployment 
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4. Jean Dreze and Amartya Sen, India: Development and Participation, Oxford University 

Press, 2
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 edition, selected chapters, 2002. 
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Savings and Investment,” Economic and Political Weekly, May, 2008. 
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11. Gaurav Datt and M. Ravallion, “Shining for the Poor Too?”  Economic and Political 
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